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to one battleship, and the third ship, under the attack
of the New Zealand and the Indomitable, hauled out
of the line heeling over and on fire. Once more the
mist descended and enveloped the enemy, who
passed out of sight to the vest.

To turn to the Battle Pleet, which had become
engaged during deployment with the leading German
battleships. It first took course south-east-by-east;
but as it endeavoured to close it bore round to star-
board. The aim of Scheer now was escape and
nothing but escape, and every device was used to
screen his ships from British sight. Owing partly
to the smoke palls and the clouds emitted by the
destroyers, but mainly to the mist, it was never
possible to see more than four or five enemy ships
at a time* Under the British attack the enemy
constantly turned away, and this had the effect of
bringing Jellicoe to a position of less advantage on
the enemy's quarter. At the same time it put the
British fleet between Scheer and his base. In the
short periods, however, during which the Germans
were visible, they received a heavy fire and were
constantly hit. Some were observed to haul out
of line, and at least one was seen to sink. The
German return fire at this stage was poor, and the
damage caused to our battleships was trifling. Scheer
relied for defence chiefly on torpedo attacks, which
were favoured by the weather and the British
position. A following fleet can make small use of
torpedoes, as the enemy is moving away from it ;
while the enemy, on the other hand, has the advan-
tage in this weapon, since his targets are moving
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